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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLO, XF, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET CONVERSATION WITH ARAFAT 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF ORAL STATEMENT AND "NON PAPER" 

FROM AMBASSADOR DOBRYNIN TO THE SECRETARY CONTAINING A 
REPORT ON THE CONVERSATIONS OF GROMYKO WITH ARAFAT IN 
MOSCOW. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: AS THE TALKS WITH Y. ARAFAT INDICATED THE 
POSITION OF THE PLO ON THE MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT IS BASED 
FIRST OF ALL ON THE QUESTION OF REACHING SOLUTION TO SUCH 
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CORE ISSUES AS ENSURING THE RIGHT OF THE ARAB PEOPLE OF 
PALESTINE FOR SELF-DETERMINATION, INCLUDING THE CREATION 
OF AN INDEPENDENT STATE, AS WELL AS THE RETURN TO THEIR 
HEARTHS OF THE PALESTINIAN REFUGEES. THE PALESTINIANS 
ARE CATEGORICALLY AGAINST PLANS TO ESTABLISH INTERNATIONAL 
TRUSTEESHIP FOR THE TERRITORIES OF THE WEST BANK OF THE 
JORDAN RIVER AND THE SECTOR OF GHAZA IN ANY FORM. THAT 
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PRINCIPLED LINE, IN ARAFAT'S WORDS, REMAINS UNCHANGED. 

AS FOR THE POSITION OF THE PLO LEADERSHIP REGARDING THE 
ACCEPTANCE OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 242, A.A. 
GROMYKO MEANS TO DISCUSS THIS QUESTION DURING HIS FORTH- 
COMING TALKS IN WASHINGTON ON SEPTEMBER 22-23. 

THE PALESTINIAN LEADERS CONFIRMED THEIR INTENTION TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE GENEVA CONFERENCE AND SPOKE OUT 
AGAINST ANY ATTEMPTS TO SEEK SEPARATE AGREEMENTS IN CIR 
CUMVENTION OF THIS CONFERENCE. 

AS THE TALKS INDICATED, THE PALESTINIANS WOULD PREFER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE GENEVA CONFERENCE AS AN INDEPENDENT 
DELEGATION THOUGH THEY ARE READY TO TAKE PART IN THE 
CONFERENCE ALSO WITHIN A UNIFIED ARAB DELEGATION UNDER 
THE CONDITION THAT IN THE FIRST AS WELL AS THE SECOND 
CASE A SEPARATE INVITATION FROM THE CO-CHAIRMEN IS SENT 
TO THE PLO. HOWEVER, THE PALESTINIANS ARE RESOLUTELY 
AGAINST THEIR INCLUSION IN A JORDANIAN DELEGATION. 

ON OUR PART, IN THE TALKS WITH ARAFAT AND OTHER PALESTINIAN 
LEADERS WE FOLLOWED THE LINE OF PRINCIPLE, WHICH IS KNOWN 
TO THE U.S. LEADERSHIP, REGARDING THE QUESTIONS OF THE 
MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT, THE SOLUTION OF THE PALESTINIAN 
PROBLEM AND THE CONVOCATION OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. 
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WE CONFIRMED THAT THE SOVIET UNION WOULD SUPPORT SUCH 
PROPOSALS ON THE PALESTINIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE WORK 
OF THE CONFERENCE WHICH WERE ACCEPTABLE FOR THE PALESTINI- 
ANS AND THE ARAB COUNTRIES INVOLVED IN THE CONFLICT 
WHETHER THE CASE WAS OF A SEPARATE PALESTINIAN DELEGATION 
OR OF THEIR PARTICIPATION IN A UNITED PAN-ARAB DELEGATION. 
WE ARE FOR AN EQUAL PARTICIPATION OF THE PLO IN THE WORK 
OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE AND WE BELIEVE THAT NOT A SINGLE 
QUESTION RELATED TO THE PALESTINIANS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
AND DECIDED WITHOUT THE PLO. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE 
PLO AND THE ARAB STATES SHOULD COME TO A UNITED POINT 
OF VIEW ON THAT ISSUE. END TEXT. VANCE 
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QUOTE: SECRET STATE 218685 

NODIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLO, XF, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIET CONVERSATION WITH ARAFAT 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF ORAL STATEMENT AND "NON PAPER" 

FROM AMBASSADOR DOBRYNIN TO THE SECRETARY CONTAINING A 
REPORT ON THE CONVERSATIONS OF GROMYKO WITH ARAFAT IN 
MOSCOW. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: AS THE TALKS WITH Y. ARAFAT INDICATED THE 
POSITION OF THE PLO ON THE MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT IS BASED 
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FIRST OF ALL ON THE QUESTION OF REACHING SOLUTION TO SUCH 
CORE ISSUES AS ENSURING THE RIGHT OF THE ARAB PEOPLE OF 
PALESTINE FOR SELF-DETERMINATION, INCLUDING THE CREATION 
OF AN INDEPENDENT STATE, AS WELL AS THE RETURN TO THEIR 
HEARTHS OF THE PALESTINIAN REFUGEES. THE PALESTINIANS 
ARE CATEGORICALLY AGAINST PLANS TO ESTABLISH INTERNATIONAL 
TRUSTEESHIP FOR THE TERRITORIES OF THE WEST BANK OF THE 
JORDAN RIVER AND THE SECTOR OF GHAZA IN ANY FORM. THAT 
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PRINCIPLED LINE, IN ARAFAT'S WORDS, REMAINS UNCHANGED. 

AS FOR THE POSITION OF THE PLO LEADERSHIP REGARDING THE 
ACCEPTANCE OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 242, A.A. 
GROMYKO MEANS TO DISCUSS THIS QUESTION DURING HIS FORTH- 
COMING TALKS IN WASHINGTON ON SEPTEMBER 22-23. 

THE PALESTINIAN LEADERS CONFIRMED THEIR INTENTION TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE GENEVA CONFERENCE AND SPOKE OUT 
AGAINST ANY ATTEMPTS TO SEEK SEPARATE AGREEMENTS IN CIR 
CUMVENTION OF THIS CONFERENCE. 

AS THE TALKS INDICATED, THE PALESTINIANS WOULD PREFER TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE GENEVA CONFERENCE AS AN INDEPENDENT 
DELEGATION THOUGH THEY ARE READY TO TAKE PART IN THE 
CONFERENCE ALSO WITHIN A UNIFIED ARAB DELEGATION UNDER 
THE CONDITION THAT IN THE FIRST AS WELL AS THE SECOND 
CASE A SEPARATE INVITATION FROM THE CO-CHAIRMEN IS SENT 
TO THE PLO. HOWEVER, THE PALESTINIANS ARE RESOLUTELY 
AGAINST THEIR INCLUSION IN A JORDANIAN DELEGATION. 

ON OUR PART, IN THE TALKS WITH ARAFAT AND OTHER PALESTINIAN 
LEADERS WE FOLLOWED THE LINE OF PRINCIPLE, WHICH IS KNOWN 
TO THE U.S. LEADERSHIP, REGARDING THE QUESTIONS OF THE 
MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT, THE SOLUTION OF THE PALESTINIAN 
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PROBLEM AND THE CONVOCATION OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

WE CONFIRMED THAT THE SOVIET UNION WOULD SUPPORT SUCH 
PROPOSALS ON THE PALESTINIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE WORK 
OF THE CONFERENCE WHICH WERE ACCEPTABLE FOR THE PALESTINI- 
ANS AND THE ARAB COUNTRIES INVOLVED IN THE CONFLICT 
WHETHER THE CASE WAS OF A SEPARATE PALESTINIAN DELEGATION 
OR OF THEIR PARTICIPATION IN A UNITED PAN-ARAB DELEGATION. 
WE ARE FOR AN EQUAL PARTICIPATION OF THE PLO IN THE WORK 
OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE AND WE BELIEVE THAT NOT A SINGLE 
QUESTION RELATED TO THE PALESTINIANS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
AND DECIDED WITHOUT THE PLO. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE 
PLO AND THE ARAB STATES SHOULD COME TO A UNITED POINT 
OF VIEW ON THAT ISSUE. END TEXT. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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